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The New Spirit in England.
N'n one who foUowi doi«-ly the press ar.d

the public statements of thi* British Isl¬
ands can fail to jvrceive that fl
months there has been n rery -

ehanjre coming in nl! that sl
the spirit and thought of tbe Br tiah peo¬
ple. Mr. Garvin, in his admirabl-
published in The Tribune yesterday, dia-
cusses and discloscs this, but his ia only
(.ne voice among mar.y.
The thinp: that one must see and feel is

that, after long dclays, after betital
and dubitations, the real significamv of
this struggle to all that England means to
her millions of people and all the empire
means alike to Britain and those who dwell
in the lands beyond the seas. "The Domin-
ions," as the contemporary phrase has it,
has got home. There were weeks and there
were months when it seemed as if the Brit¬
ish people alone of the great peoples en¬

gaged in the war failed to grasp the dead¬
iy seriousness of the issues at stake. There
was a time when Britain" wall
as Britain's friends, looked with apprehen-
sion and frank bewilderment at the ap-
parent lack of clear vision or accurate ap-
praisal of the struggle ir. England.
How mueh of this was real, how mueh

due the habits of mind and expression of'
the Englishman, one may nol aay. Yet it

is true that the British peoplfl as a mass

far less elearly perceived the actual situa¬
tion in Europe in July. 11'14. than did the

people of any other nation in Europe. Above

all, they perceived less elearly than any
other people that the fate of the British
Empire was at stake and that the real de¬
sign of German policy wa troy the
foundations of the British Empire.

Tangier, Bosnia, Agadir. thfl three crises
that preceded the storm. earried their full
meaning to France, to Russia. to Austria
and to Germany. There were milli
Frenchmen who said after Tangier that
the hope of permanent peaee had gone:
there were few Frenchmen after Agadir
who believed a general war eould lonp be

postponed. When the Austrian ultimatum
was uttered France and Russia alike had
neither doubts nor hopee. I" Paris. as in
Petrograd, men said to each other. "So.
it has come at last," and the whole course

of Freneh and Russian statesmanship in
the last days of the last crisis showed

together with a willingness to make any
eacrifice for peaee a clear conviction that
war was inevitable.

This was not true of British -'atcsman-

fchip. of British leadcrship. Blindcd by
his illusory influence in the Albanian time.
Sir Edward Grey clung long to the hope
that peaee eould bfl preeerred,and,taking
their vi.-w- fron their atatesmen, thc maaa

of the British people looked on the whole
Serbian afifair as one more "incideiu." mfl

more in the series of newspaper crises that
would be settled nfter BOBM delay and bad
temper. as tbe three preceding ri-e- had
bcrn.
The greatest fault of the British govern-

ment in the year- of Liberal-Radical BU-

preniacy bad been thal il bad miaunder*
6tood its Europe and permitted it-
to become totally obliviou. to thfl exaci
state of world affairs. Tim-. when war

i-ame it came almost in thfl night, and it
came to a people not yet adviaed of the
issues, not yet aware of the German aims
and ambitions, not yet eonacioua of _*0_o>

prehendir.g that a new Napoleonic peril, a

Mf and even more dangeroufl Louifl XIV,
had arisen on the Continont. and that it
was not the queation of Serbia, which con¬

cerned no Engliahman nearly, bul thfl life
of the empire that was bl thfl balance.
One can trace, if hfl chooees, thfl __OW

but steady gruvvth of British uiuk-r.'and-
ing of the meaning of the n I Britons.
lt is not an easy or I aimplfl thing for
4o,0('f»,000 of peopk to pa- from Um Btate
of mind of peaee to that of war Midden-

ly. Even Belgium, while it momentarily
fired the chivalry and awakened the sym¬

pathy of the nrasse- of Britona, did not

serve to bring home the lesson that i* wil

to make Britain another Belgium that Ger-
many had undertaken her great war.

A democracy, plm years
into the most er.gr abeorbiog
of domestic quarrels and politkal war

fares, its ears lilled witli tbe forecastfl BO.

of foreigii W-UTi but of et. ii sti il*.-. clai
its population turned ai.aii.-t other
ail thought of the outeide world ektln*
guished, its mind obeesaed by rague and
vain Utopian ideas of the arrival of uni-
versal peaee, suddenly found itself at war

with a ration whose destru. tive purpose-
it did not understand, whoefl deliben
stealthy, preparation it hdd not seen,
whose propaganda of hate it did not dis-
tinguish.
What followed over a year and more

than a year was the proeess of moral and
ir.telleetual mobilization of Bl
France was an OfM _TOBt.er; thfl
ories of 1870 aad ¦ owledgi of
Germanism mobUiaod in mind and BO.

with the coming of war. But neither in

body nor in soul eould thc Bntish peopk
mobilize until that hour when they per¬
ceived at last what was actually at take.
And in all those lung cionths thwe is thel

blindnos- an.i wan.lciir.p of **»«* ".»">' ¦'*'

iliemo.l by UM hoivism ..f thfl fflW Um
bravetl snd doaiest usioncd oi BngUsh-
iiH'ti. who an.-w. ri'.l khfl t'n**t eall an.l <iu*il
that their tVllow oountrymon mipht ulti-

matoly learn tho truth.
What Ifl tnu- to day i- that the lesson is

learned. Miilions of Fnplishmen who saw

Uttlfl o<; tho ra.ning o! tho atrlffl tw..

\.:irs SCO Bfl-B, hoiieve. fflfli all BOW. From
oim' on.i of Britain to tho other thore is at

I*-*-* a clear roeopnition of thfl fad that
when tho war has ended tho fate of tho

Hritish Kmpire as far Sl man can see into
the future will have been iloei.led and tho

future of tho in.-titiitions an.l tho ideals
which are tho permanent meaninp of
Britain in the world will have been abol-
ishe.l or pr< 81 rved.
No man ean put his ting.r OH tho

oai.tidar Bnd say that on this day the

chsngfl eame. It did not eome thus. I.it-

v little more and more light «'ii<

rt tO Britflin by those who came

fron the hattlefields of Flanders ai.d Of
France. The C.orman idea. the German

method and tho Germsi" purpose were dis-

closed. whilfl over in Hritish ears there
aounded loadly aml still more loudly th«
ehant of that llynin of Hstfl which at

only wonder and Bjnsze-

Waking from ¦ long sleep. th«
by tlie noise that

..rd ar.d the chsoa sbout him. His
.:,, hii propheti had

him no warning; ho had fa
suthentic ;i'''* itonn fluch sa

or I.atin.
But there waa b day winn hs ander-

¦tood Perhapa tho terrible ngony of Ver-
irning point; perhaps the

change had already come and it was thia
plorious and ever memorable stand of
Franeo at bay which served to bring to

his lips tho words he had already framod.
But it ie clear that in the Verdun daysi
the voice of Britain began to be heard at

home and abroad, a clear and calm voice

gpeaking the determination of a nation at

last conscious of itl peril and awake to

its duty.
We are accustomed to measure the pTOg-

ress of the war by the oscillations of battifl
lines. But, after all, this il but incidental.
The defence of France at the Marne was

the expression of a whole race. which stood
in itl own mind and thoupht actually a.

the dsy of 8k* n and knew that with defeat
there would be an end of all that France
had meant for two thousand year-. Ll
atirring, less moving in the naturt of
thinps, but not one whit less momentous
in itl meaning for the present and for the
future, ifl the answer that is now coming
from Britain. the late but not too tardy
answer to that German challenpe which on

the lips of (ierman soldiers sinpinp I.i

sauer's Hvmn of llate. on the wings of the

night by Zeppelins. in the dark and fog of

the sea by submarine*". has been rolling in

Britain for theifl two years.
Britain the war is just beginning,

but it ll beginning in a spirit that no man

who knows British history, wh<> knows the

Cngliflfa people, can mistake. Tiiere is M

more of the spirit that amazed and shockod
;» world when the brave handful of reg-

alara went to Moni snd to destruction and

Britain blazcd with sipns of "Busii 14

Uauar and tho mass of the British people
remained in tho fog and dark as to the

n-.eaninp of the strife beyond the Bflfl*

Not only is business not "as usual" in
Britain now, but there is no usual bu.-i-

and there will be no usual bt
until those who by the million have taken

araa return or eomplete their duty and

remain on foreij.'n hattletields.

Ssdly, grimly, the British are poinp now

;,!.,.,, thflir work. There is no hymn of

hate in their resourees, they have no "Mar-

seillaise"; theiri will be a slow, silent, but

relentlesfl SCtion. Between (iermans and

ni little quarter will be exchanged
and there will be an ever-decreasing com¬

plaint because of (ierman cruelty. What

you have to f.ri and see is milliana of men

Who ar.' at last awake to the faet that all

that life means to them nationally. m©r-

allv. spiritually. has been threatened.
What you did .feel of pain and regrei tbat

v F.npiishnion failed lo lee this has
forever.

After the tradition of his raee and the

fashion of his nation the Fnplishman.mil!-
loni of him, has now pone out to kill and
be killed until the work that is to be done

is done. Once that spirit was clear in Eng-
land.then thOflfl of us who believe that all

that America as wel! as all that democracy
hold be.-t in the world was at stake in this
war COTlld stTord tO roll op the war maps
and put Bsidfl the battle reports. The in¬
cidental changflfl WOUld mean nothinp and
thev will mean nothinp. "They eome so

slowly." tlie Frenchman told you of his

allies six monthl BgO.bul in sayinp this he

added out of hU raci i^midousiMSi of half

a thousand yeara of Anr-io-French eonflict.
..but when they do eome they will never

stop."
"They" have come; this is a faet at once

unmistakable and more sipniticant than all

that has happened sinr-e the battle of the
Marne, when French democracy saved the

present as British democracy must here-

after iseure the future.

A New Trial for Stielow.
The confusion now rarrounding the

lar'us Stielow, condemm d to

death for a double murder, leaves but one

pofalt clear-that is. tliat a new tria!
should bfl pranted to the defendant as

quickly as the machinery of the law enn

arranpe it. The oaperness of the loeal
authorities to dismiss the tranip who first
eleared StiflloW nnd thenretracted his eon-

. was to be e\i>ec?e.i and ealls for no

excited eomment. It flows from the same

¦BSBfl of duty and the same dosire to see

punislmien* meted out for a crime which

obtained the eonviction of SUelow by third

dflfljreC methods.
The atrangfl part of the presenl ctTorts

is the apparent beiief behind them that

quick lepa! action can flOtaMhoU dl
doubta and aend Stielow to the chair forth-
with. That is lepalism at its extreme

and worst. Poor, blind Justice is left for-,

gotton wi ¦ ditcli. while the machine grinds
on, Fortunately, Ihero aw othor aad
higher authorities. imil Um ood of Charlea
SUekm la not yet. The State nf New
York oocaped the disgrace of putting this
man to death by the nnn'owest of mnrgins.
Thara should be ao Juggliag with fato
again. However sliaken. tbe m-vv evidence
exists; it must be thoroiighly esammed
and the Whole case rchoard afresh by a

jury. I.et us see swift aetion to this end.

Both Sidea Muat Recede.
I'nder President. Wilson's suasion the

railway managers are BboUt ready to eon-

eedfl the eight-hour work day which the

"Big Four" brothetboodfl ara demauding,
provided some body such as the Interstatc
Commerce Commission may make rulflfl for

applieation to practical railroading.
Tho ur.i"Ti representatives. on the other
band. maintain their attitude of refusing
to arbitrate anything or to make any COfJ*

.ssimi.s. They demand "an eight-hour day
with no strings on it "

This i.- a lelftah, arbitrary position
whieh. if maintained, is bound to be fatal¦

j peaceful aetUemenl »f the eontro-j
veray. lt arguaa, ia thc face of the rail-;
ways' williiTjgneaa to make coBceaaiona, to
arbitrate thfl issues before any competenl
body, a diaregard of Um puhlk welfare
which the public will be liow to forget
Preaid. v, n lt said to have devotedl

0f hi pei laaive powen to the rail-1
lide of the controveray, sn far. It

... I] for him to pay more atten-,
to the union repreaentativea. Thedan-I

_.r appears t<> lie, at present. in their n--

fusal to recognize thal no quarrel was ever

settled without e from both sides.'
r'al, in thil case, has departed DOta*

bly from its traditional attitude of "t:io

public be damned" and has been willing
to go far to Bafeguard the public's inter¬
ests. Ii H poeaible that labor rcpro-QBta
tives are nnxious to acquire for them-:
selves all the antagonism which such Bfl
attitude inevitably engenders from thfl
public?

Still Covering Up.
The I'nited States Civil Servico Com¬

mission completeiy misses the point of the
National Civil Service Reform I.eague's
accuaation that it il suppressing factfl
lest publieity "emliarrass the Administra-1
tion".if it does not deliberately seek to
evadfl it. What the Reform League.a|
non-partisan, non-politieal body.seeks is
not permisaion to dragnet the commia-
sion's records. lt seeks eertain definite
facts, such as are regularly and without
fuss made public by most state and mu¬

nicipal commissions all over the country.
eekfl the results of competitive cx-

aminations for fourth class postmaster-
ships held under the President's order of
May 7, 1918. It wants to know the names'

of the competitors, the ratings received
and the names of the men appointed.

Nothing more than this has been asked.
and this has been asked for "under proper
supervision." By every conceivalde in-
terpretation of the spirit of the civil ser¬

vice law, the public. or any group of indi-i
viduals in it. has a right to know the facts
on which appointments to offlce under that
law nre made. The factfl BOUghl would
show whether John Jones, Democrat. was

appointed ifl spite of having received a'
lower rating than Tom Smith, Republican,
as has been charged in many cases. If
such appointments oecurred. the public has
a right to know it. If such appointments
oecurred. it is quite onderstandable why
the Wilson Administration would not want:
the public to know it. No other reaaon
,for withholding the facts ean bfl valid.

Every time Mr. Wilson's commission,
therefore, refuses to make public the rec-l
ords sought and Mr. Wilson sustains it
the Administration declines to meet a di¬
rect and definite accuaation of job grabbing
within the limits of the civil service. This,
as the Reform I.eague well says, ia a

policy "full of foreboding for the proper
adnrinistration of the civil servico law.".
The conduct of the Administration ia tlus,
case is preei.-ely what would be expected
of anvbody "caught with the goods" and
thoroUghly onwilling to have the size of
the atch diacloaed.

Displacing Kiag Coal.
/ rom 7>' M <nl WrW*. laWTt

King Coal is very muth harassed in him
former uridisputed field*. The electrifying
of steam plant?. min*s, factories and rven

railroads is going _hc_d at a steadily in-

_g rate, but while coal may, unpercep-
tihly so far, lose BOiae uu-irie?-, in thfl do-
mestic market. SXport rule- aie iacraaBlag.
By-product plants arc beiag e r.ctcd, and

operatora are looking forward t<> tht timo
when thc WBBtefol and seatljf methods of

'coal transportation will b* dena _^-ay with
and olectri-ity vvill b. produced right at thc,
mine and be transportt.1 eheaplj BBd .uicklyl
to th<- eoaaaaier, cookint* your d,iin>-r. heat*
ing your BOBse, rBBBtag your factory, or

carrying you across tl.e coi.tinent, untrou-
blcd fiom soot and etudeiB.
What change such a tranaformatlon may

make is best demonstrated by what it has
done for the Pacific Coast, and espeeially forj
San Francisco. However, e!e.t.icity had less
to do with this change than oil, which has
supplanted coal to nn rxtent at Arai

I of. All harbor and coastwis.', a« well
ns all trnnspacitic shippmg is using oil for
t'ncl. Gas is made from oil, and the r<

il prcsscd into briquettes. Th. factori.. ii-p

oil, and the oil stove warms the house in the
rainy season.

_______________________

Medical Writen and the Paper Famine.

Wc are all familiar with the physieian who
gees around laden with r.prints which he
forces upon acquaintanoe.s. He is the same

gentleman who persists in diseussir g every
puper preaeated In the medical meeting,
whether he has anything to .-ay germane to

the subject or not. «>n examining his pro-
dactiOBB for a year, we find, as a rule, little

d work, and that little tirst published
,it a leadiag periedleal and then reprinted
with alight revision ln BWay smaller ones.

One lat- dragajad in nd
ct llll ntiuxcam to llln ts in many

re r.carly always
lf. ln vii w of the daatree*

tion of the foresis to fe*d the paper ¦_____,
of the possibility of war with its

privations and for the sake of a long surTcr-
ing public, will not the medical wnter who-
jhaa nothing to *»>, .»> lll j

TEMPER IN TRAINING CAMPS

What the "Cadel-Rookie" Producea by Hia
Inhnite Prorocation.

To the K.lilor of l"h«» Tribun*.
Biri Thi* i* . bail year. No *oon*r ha.l

the summer boarder* driven the shark* out

of th* A.lirnnilBrk* thnn we re*d of thfl
army flflBflST who fwor* flt the P1att»burg
rookie*. Ati'.l the hay fever atorie* are fltill
to come.

Not that the officer didn't r*lap*e into good
ElisahfltaSB on occasion. He may have amokeil
the sky of (linton County with wreath* of

[excellent brimstone; but he could not out-lo

Isome rookie* 1 hnve heard. One in particular
I remember. prone in a mud puddle, with a

Wan-MriBg horae on the horiron. There nre

degrecs of audibility in the army a* th-'re
.' -rilibllity in the navy.

Aml thfltfl are drgrers of provoration. The
nth .Ie,;...- la nrovideil by the PlstUharg
reakifl, Hflarly, Baiaataly, in the laflaits «a

,.f i.'v. ri thousnnd mind*. be provides
it. For thii i. i.ot the "rr.-ubu" rookie, bul

the "....I.t" BBflCiflfl, who ask* question*.
irgufls, even ereflfl flsflaBin., orltk entir- yaai
Will and with all the native Ani'T.r ."¦ W

that esnstitatflfl our common bflfi*
Gflllfl-ry practice at the flflc* ri wltfl

baadalflflra of qaflfltiaa m.irk- that ifl the

reoklflfl1 real rifle rani;.'.

Tfl Bar notbiag ef hia dflflflTfl nt aslsr. Oa«
[ knOW 3V'ho, in BMBflBtTflfl, Ifld hlfl tTBOP Sl

-Uop ta eflftsiB "batli frorn infantry
., ,,iit with utieri.M-

the eompafla thal could

,ce that n lult, aad ther. laqairad re

proad '1,,'> ""'.'¦

-.,k.'. ihe Urantalai
tha raokiaa a* Lahfl

.or

V,' ln CWfl vet.r«. with a bundrcl flTOl
ildiag t«i thonaaad hobg
Idicra, we h«ar

Bllfng of ten.per, BI tflBBBflramflBl
onr. Bingla ahrad awry- A«sum- Jove nodded
once, if you will. but don't multiply it nn.l

a rest from these rocking ehatr

quirultir* about how terrible it was. 1 ln

U B. arr.iy offtCeX needs no apologist. Hia
n.-.inc i* Btaadard the world over. A man and

human. i;ke thfl rest of us. but a whole lot

manlier than some of us, lu* reputation
ean 0f itself. It is b pood thinp for

.hat ten thonaaad of u? bara 8«aii

him a? h« is nodflflt, eapahlfl, a gantU Bflfl
,,,, ,, -md flternally on hi* job

.1 Bflflflct tl al hsa becora.
criminal in Ita eolpabilit*/. Tha country will

tfl hat otf to this man when it know

ajtd when it need* him. A few of Bfl do
^o tO-aaj ar.d there will be more. A man

i known bv thfl heart* of the men he com-

nandfl, an.l ¦ -earrhing of heart* in the rank-
ot the rflffalan will give you the same re

action, Mr. Sitandkiek, if vou ean rcu.l flrhal
is there.
\o the American army officer need* no

BPolOBiBt. bBl Aur>-t *fania bree.i commenta-

t, r< An.l I woul.l only BSy, -Mr. Heardandran.
that one swallow does not make a summer,

even thoofh jroil are sure you saw the swal-

lew or heard the "cus* word" You might
the drill regulations, however. Let

e9r ask his troop. "May I command

.ehflrgfl tabnr- bet the troop respond ifl
..l>ray do." Then let the officer lead

Thara ifl preccdent in "PlBSfSTfl And that

would aavfl your hsrrifld [«.!*»**-__. vHENR1 H. < 1 RHAN
New Vork. Aug. li. Itll

Prohibition and Crime.
To the Kditor of The Tribun".

Sir: Kollin 0. Kverhart tries to run away

from my exposure of his unfounded asser-

J,on thsl thfl N per cent it.crease in the

rate of insanity under prohibition in Kansas

is due to the elsSSiflestiOB fll "mebriates" as

Bj the timc-wori. argument, "You'lfl
another." Etab thoagh I had blundered la

regard to the rate of homicide? in Kansas,

that tTOUld b- Bfl excuse for his n.isrepre-
-entation of thfl facts rrlatmg to the inerease

of insanity in that state. j
Mr. Kverhart *ays that I quoted the,

United States census as authority for the

-tatenun' that nineteen states have fewer

homieldaa than Kan«as. I did BOthiBg af
the kind. I quoted the SflaflUI ftgUfflfl flhew-
ing that KflBSflBhaa UJ murderer* per'
im...i population, but did not give my

uuthority for the statement a* to the com-i

parative hoflflieidfl rate in various states.

lattef siatement wa* based on unofiicial

tigures eompiled from various sources, which.
BB tfl believe are .-ncurate.

1-ri-denck I. IIotTman, Btstifltifisn of the
PradflBtifll bife In-urance Company, has

BSdfl a careful study of the homicide record
Ifl various cities. His figures. publlflhfld in
.Tl.e Spictator" of Deccmbi r _¦', 1913, *howj
that in the year 1*814 the citie-. of Memphis,

nah, Atlaata aad Nsah-rilli were, re-\
ipectivflly, Hrflt- third, fourth aml sixth in

thfl lift g'ving the number of homieides.
All thflflfl eitiflfl aie under prohibition. If
prohibition d-creases crime, why have these

prohibition eltias this evil preeminence?
Milwankefl, the wettest city la the coun-|

try, ,vith the largest number of driahiaf*
places in proportiOB to population, has th"
fflWflflt homieidflfl in the list of thirty cities.
If prohibition dflitrflSflflfl crime in Kansa.-,
whal dimiaishflfl it ifl Wisconsin?

Mr, Kverhart pives as one reason for the
high pflrC-FBtflffl fll murder?rs in Kansas

.'..¦ BaaflTtiofl that "the 1'JlO census

eraditfld ta Kanaaa not only the ?tate's prl«-
OBfllfl, but the nation's prisoners, in the Pfld-
¦ral priflOfl at I.eavenworth, as well." This
¦tatCBBflal is not tru". ln a letter dated
AoA-flfll t. Hon. S. L Rodpers, Direetor of the

nflrt eOBTietsd of pra'.e and
eida m Kanaaa were in state-

iiift.,1: nn.l paaitentiariflB, nnd were not'
included uritl thaae ifl tha Pcdfltal prison
¦t I.eavet.woith." WHIDDEN GHAHAM.
New Yurk, Aug. 10, l'.'le.

Powera of the Public Health Service.
Tfl tl.e Kditor of The Tribune.

Sir: The writer has noticed that Dr. Banks,
of the Federal Health Service, cites the Fed-
erhl law known as the quarantine act of ItN
Bfl i';\itijr him the lej-al authority to take
control of the transportation facilities out
if New York City, as he practically has al-

ia eoaaflctiofl vrith afforta to check
tha ipraad oi lafflatila paral

T ha- quaraatina act af ISM w..s paaafld b>
bflfl the country was threatened

with the importation of cholera from Europe,
and. while cholera is not speci'ically men-
. onfld, it is apparent from the -renera! tenor
of the act that protection against some for-
aiffl plagUfl was alone contemplated. The

f-ature of the act is limited in its

tpplication to vessels engaged in foreign
eoiBIBflrca. The act very careful!)' reframs
frnm git ;ng what is now known as the I'nited

Public Health Service ar.y direct au¬

thority over interstate commeree, ar.d instead
merely give* this service ia* a bureau of the
Treasur, Department. an indetinite sort of

Huthority to take part in the
formulation by the states of Btate regu'.a-

.. the spread of a foreign
from one state tfl another. It has

ab* fer I Di nu eral a tratioi
ta charactenstic ir.eptitude, to aeiSSSB-

parently on a single clause iti Section .ft with-
i'ut referetice tfl thfl context, and try to

thifl clause a* authority to usurp powers
vested in the states by thu very act

itself. K. 0. MILLER.
N'ew York. Au-*. 11. 1916. |
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STIELOW AND THE THIRD DEGREE
Counsel for the Condemned Farmhand Describes the Dangerous Mefriods of

Police Examination.Dr. Squire's Report as to His Low Mentality
and Behavior Like That of a Docile Child.

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: The case of Charles F. Stielow. whose

innocence is BOW established beyond doubt
by the voluntary confession of the real mur-

derer, forcibly calls attention to the danger¬
ous and sometimes unscrupulous methods.
commonly known as tne "third dtgrce,"
which the police employ in obtaining contes-

«ions from persons suspected of crime.

In my applieation to (iovernor Whitman
for a commutation of sentence on August 1,
Lflfl, I submitted the following tOBsidtra-
tions m relation to the subject above ad-
verted to:
The case against Btlelow depends almost

entirely upon a so-called confession w rur.g
from the condemncd man by "third degree"
methods. Thc methods by which the "con¬
fession" was secured call for a most rigid
investigation, and no time should be loflt
in ascertaining by what means an ignorant,
illiterate t'armhand with a clean record, good
t.abit.s, a kindly, good-natuied sort of ffll"
low, whfl WBfl fonc of his young family, in
which a new arrival was soon expected, and
was comfortably situated, with no care in

the worid and no ill vvill toward anybody,
least of all harboring murder in his heart
I dare say it ifl important to ascertain with¬
out delay by what means this man Stielow,
who, according to Dr. Amos 0. Squire, head
physieian of Sing Sing Prison, m which he
is confined, is a person of retarded mental
development, and eould offer but a wcak re-

sistaaei to the great mental presstire exert-

ed upon him in the ordeal of the third de¬
gree, was induced to sign a confession of
guilt, upon which he and his brother-in-law,
N'elson Green, were convicted of murder, in

spite of the fact that he cornpietely repudi-
ated the same upon the trial.
Information secured by what are known as

third degree methods, although it may bc
sometimes valuable as a means of obtaining
evidence against the guilty party, is ot little
or no value at all when used as a confession
against the informant himself to fasten the
crime upon him. Third degree eoafeaaiona
BTa usually unreliable and worthless, for the
reesofl that the methods by which they are

obtained seriously impair, if not. totally de-,
Stroy, their value as evidence against the de-

_t, and if eoBsidered at all aaaat be _ub-
jtcted te tha aevareel acmttay.
The aiflthedfl of deeeption known as "rop-

lag" B -uspect, whtreby the police succeed
in obtaining a COBfesaloB, are, unfort
for many innocent victims, countenanced by
law, Because of this, abuscs are not ir.fre-
quent and result in a so-called con:"'
being often induced by rromises and BBBBr-j
ances of immur.ity which are not intended to
be kept, but which serve to afford the un-
fortunate victim of the third degree who is

parauadfld to accept them in good faith a

means of escape from a kind of brutality and
tortuie which he is unabl. longer to endure;
and he is obliged to yield, as B result of fear
nnd intiniidation, lest by refusing to sign the
.orif.-ss.ion and roeeiTI the promised immu-
nity he may be convicted, atiyway, and thus
incur the penalty of death.
The threat of the death penalty is calcu-

lated to prey upon his mind, espeeially if it
Bfl a weal mind, until his natural resistance
to the mental pressure bro-'ght to bear u.on
him by his torrnentors btcomes weakl
weaker, until finally he takes refuge in their
(ireeks-bearmg-gifts attitude and accepts
their hypocriticai assurance_ that all would
be well with him if he but do aa they I
Even a atrong-minded suspect often suc-
eumbs to tht- terrible ordeal of the third de¬
gree. What wonder, then, that Charles Stie¬
low, concededly a person of weak mentality,
fell an easy victim to such ruthless m.

In this conneetion it must be borne in
mind that it is dangerous to place too mueh
reliance upon the testimony of policemen and
detectives, for reasons that tt* .'ioiently
OBVioBI and need not be enlarged upon h.-r.
Far from impugnmg their good f.uth, it may
be said, without fear of successful contra-
diction, and rsther to their credit in a BOBBfl.
that, as a rule, they believe their man guilty
whenever they teatify against him.

For the wish is often father to the thought,
and we all know that less evidence is rs-i

quired by a narrow, prejudiced mind upon
which to buse a tinding of guilt. They be¬
lieve the man guilty. although knowing there
is not sufficient evidence to convict, while the
suspect may be absolutely innocent.
Helieving him guilty, or strongly suspect-

laflj him to be guilty, and proceeding on the
tl.eiiiy that the end justiries the means, they
reckleaaly resort to methods for the purpose
of BBtortlag a confession which they conceive
themseives to be privileged fo employ, but
which aetion. I dare say, constitutes an abuse
of the rights of th individual, and often in-

Bfl innocent man and results in great
injustice.

It is not generally appreciated to what
BZtflBt innocent persons undergoing the ter-
ren BBd torments of the third degree may
be intluencd to compromise themselves by
the Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hvde actions and at*
titadea of their prosecutors.

HKNJA.MIN LEVINSOX.
N'ew York. Aug. 14, 191').

Statemeat on Stielow made by Dr. Amos.
(). Squire, head physieian of Sing Sing

to Stielow's counsel:
In accordance with your request for a state¬

ment as to Charles Stielow, I have to state
the following, which is in all respects true
and correct to my own knowledge:

1 have been a practising physieian and
surgeon during the past seventeen years and
during tiie past eleven years owned and con-

ducted Dr. Squirc's Sanatorium, at Ossining,
\. V., Ifl which town I re.ude with my
family ou South Highland Avenue. I have
been prison physieian and by special ap¬
pointment in state prison, Ossining, for a

number of years off and on, and BflaigBOd M
head physieian to death cells since April

iave been aaaeciatad with other phy¬
sicians in execution chamber, state prison,
Ossining, since last December. Have been
regular head physieian since April lst, 1916.
ir. December, 1015, was deaignated by Baper-
Intendent Riley to aaaiat in execution during
Dr. larr's leave of absence, and I took his
place in April last when Dr. Farr resigned.

I am confirmed in the opinion that Charles
Stielow i| perfeetly sane, but illiterate and
of retarded mental development. I have read
the so-called confession of Stielow. There
are terms used in that document such as 1
doubt thc condemned man is able to under¬
stand, basing my opinion upon my daily con-

.ersatioai vvith th" man, which have con¬

tinued during the past four months, having
a pretty fair idea of his mental powers.

Have made an atfidavit at the requ-
th" counsel for Stielow. ifl which I stated, as

I do at present, that Stielow is mentally un-

ped. Wh.-n I went. to take his record
;... eould nol apell hia own name. He ge.

dreaaed envelope that some one na.
sent to him and from that I had to get thej
ipelling of his name when I tirst met him in

prison. When I asked him why he got so!
little schooling, he said the women folks al-!
ways took care of any writing that was to
be done Stielow is like a docile child. He'
has never made any request since 1 have'
been with him. He BlflflBfl like a baby at

right nothing disturbs him.
To give you an lllustration: Yesterday

flras an Bwful day for him. and I asked hinii
if there wasn't BBythiBg .-vfia, leflM d'licacv.i
he would like to eat. I Baldi "I'harlie, I'll
send you m some chicken nnd have the peo-i
|)!e make an extra good supper for you"; so

1 ordered the meal, and when I went to see

him last night, at o'clock. I found that he
had not had any dinner at all; they had for-
gettflfl to give it to him He was then get¬
ting his supper, but he made no complaint.

Csually condemned men Inaiflt on their
full rights in like circumstances, and if any¬
thing is overlooked are sure to remind the
k.eper. All along Stielow has been remark-
ably submissive, gentie and good natured.
ii.- ii digereat from any other man I ever
have had; he appears to be without the usual
cnminal eharaeti

I said to hun a ouple of hours before
the tirne BOt f.»r hr. e>ecution: "Now,
( harlie, you told me right along that you

ot killed these people, and if you
really did do it, I would advige you to con-
fess to the ehaplam so that you'll go to th"
ehair with a clear eon.-c.ence." He turned to
me and said: "Doctor, I am as innocent as
a child. if they take my life I cannot nelp
it l will have to suffer for soms one else."

._____.>__ a SQIJIR.

REPUBLICAN ECONOMIES

Some Savirp Oerlooked by Democratk
Platform Maken.

To thfl Editor f Thfl Triban*.
S.r: * platform adop'ed by

the eOBTfll fti'.oga last Friday BBjfl
in part:
"We ind.ct the ITI tflBBfl administration for

gross wa»te of pub!:c funds. It covenir.tM
with the people to reduce the ntimber ot of¬
fices and lower the cost of government. Thu
pledge it has wantonly rtolated."
Apparently Mr. Murphy's convention couM

not or would not stop to look up th-
in the case, but assumed that, because Mafl

years of Democratic words and no Demo
cratic deeds almost wrecked the state Ihfl
Republican administration has done lik-v*"
for had they stopped to por.der over tlie
facts before inserting this plank they
have found several things to er.lighten them.
The departments of Kfficieney ar.d Kconotr.;.

and State Fire Marshal. which were created
under the Democratic ac'm.nistration and run

at a cost of $125,000 a year, were abohsheu
The office of the State Supermtendent of
Klections was reorganized; and, whereai it

*| .0,000 to operate in 1914, it cost* bu'.

1150,0m now. The Workmen'* Compensation
(ommi.s.sion, which was dflSSfly an.l :f«

tive. and the Detiartment of Labor have been
combined, and whereas the Workm-*.'.'* » om-

[ii-:-ition Commission cost $9t ,000 to ra*

in the first year of its activity, und. r f*

(iovernor Glynn, both departments are no»

run at a cost fll $9;'->,000.
Then look at the unnecessary flflaCflfl abo1

lahfld ifl thfl Btstfl Esgiaeef and Sarrafflh
Department. Frank M. Williams. Bflflfl .'

sunung the duties of hi* offic, on January
1915, proceeded to relieve from iutf, hy tr-'

simple method of combining; two bure*u*

which had existed under State Eagisflflf J8BS
V. Heiisel, a large number of employes, Sit*
a consequent siiving to the taxpayeri ..

$1,350 a day. This, of atlj reducei
the cost of running thi* departmer.*.. and th'

etigineoring expenses of 191 Ifl IflSfl
00 lower tiian they were under Knf-;ne«r

Bensel.
( ompare any of these savings they are by

no means all) with the one nude by ^,r

Hryan. who. app.armg before the Commit¬
tee on Approprit-tions in the House ifl '»'

BBry, 19M. and speaking of his own depAft-
m<-nt, said:

"I was determined that there woiM bfl SB8
department that would be run IflSfl thBB IJ
waa bflfon, I eoald brmg it ahout. *"*

tht eaat ia 11*0 Iflflfl thss II >"r*
I econ¬

omy is tfl be found ifl thfl Bflfl**** made m

thfl HflUflfl flfl >-ptember IS, 1M4, hj Kep«*
sentative Gillfltt, rankir.g member of IM

Committee of Appropriation*. ar.d it cert*"\'
ly BSBB not substantiate the Democratic tamWt

of Republican extravagance. which wai 88

nehlflflflly made ia Itlt Oi the other has*

the appropriation bill in the Senate too-

awav what little force there wa* m *r-

Bryaa'fl statement. as it came baek tfl

with two $l>.)0c!erksiftp.4anda»*.^
. Sicretary of State

Perhaps Mr. Murphy'- COBTflBtion
,. of r.iognizir.g a cu* in the p»>'0-.

of the Btstfl when it . M *".'

0f TasiflBSBy, liha tho*e ft -ft-"-'
are indeed BflflUliaW. K V KA

Albaa-r, hul Aug. 14

Belgians in England.
To the Kditor of The Tr.b,.

Bir: Yamx larraapaadaat L fcaKI (*¦"*
eaa born) iaaa tht i.ih ¦>¦" Kngland an o>

justice Whfll ba aaya the door* are open i

I.ondon to the wealthy Belgian*. but not w

the poor. I think he .hould go to fcnglaa
before he makes these statement* and BBfl

out for himself. I persot.ally BSVSB* of man»

instance* where absolute!)' d-t.t'ite P*a«n*
g entirely supported by my

friend ar.d reiation*.
The good man that Aflasthss-hew .'

trihutflfl to the Ganufl ard A'J';ro.Hunn£
r.an offic. n la obv.ou*ly in the *elnsn ISJflJ
est of the Central Kmpires, since they ara

dflflBflrsU need of the product of the land.
K C. Vaaw*>
i Engliah bom--

B*a/*.hwa*4» N. JL Aj****. .**. ****


